References Wizard

Disclaimer


INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS DOCUMENT AND THE 


REFERENCES WIZARD ARE PROVIDED "AS IS" 


WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS 


OR IMPLIED. THE USER ASSUMES THE ENTIRE RISK 


OF RUNNING THIS SOFTWARE.

Introduction

The References Wizard can be used to 

· check whether the references for a database are valid

· attempt to repair references marked as MISSING

· remove references

Usage

There are two ways of using the References Wizard

1. use the Add-In manager from Tools/Add-Ins to install the Reference Wizard as an Add-In, you can then use the References Wizard in the same way as any other Add-In.

2. copy or move the References Wizard to the directory on your hard drive where MSAccess.exe resides (technically it should be installed in the directory referenced in the AddInPath value under the  HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Office\8.0\Access\Wizards\ key in the registry).  If you install it as an Add-In as at 1 above then this should be done for you by the Add-In wizard.
Then call the wzRef_Test function from code as follows, make sure this is the first piece of code run in your application:

Private Sub Checkref()

  On Error GoTo wzref_Err

  Application.Run "References Wizard.wzRef_Test"

wzref_End:

  Exit Sub

wzref_Err:

  Select Case Err

    Case 2517

      'establish a reference

      Dim strRef As String

      strRef = Application.SysCmd(acSysCmdAccessDir)

      strRef = strRef & "wzref.MDA"

      Application.References.AddFromFile strRef

      Resume

    Case Else

      VBA.MsgBox VBA.Err & ": " & VBA.Err.Description

  End Select

End Sub

Note that the full qualifications in the code above are essential

If the database references are OK there will be no user interaction, if there are any broken references then the "References Information" form will appear, as if you had run the References Wizard from the Add-In menu.

References Information Form

The references information form appears when the References Wizard is run as an add-in or if the CheckRef function (see above) has caused the detection of a missing reference.
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References Information Form 

The references Information form is divided into a number of sections.

Instructions

At the left Top of the form are brief instructions on how to use the form.

Listbox

The listbox at centre top of the form displays two columns of information, the first column contains the name of each reference, the second column shows whether Isbroken property of the reference.  If a Yes appears in this column next to a reference then there is a problem (this is the same as a reference being marked as MISSING in the standard Access references dialog.

Row Details

When you select a row from the listbox the full details for the corresponding reference is displayed in this section.

The following items are properties of the reference (as defined by the reference object within Access):

Labelled
Property Name 

Name
Name

Built-In
BuiltIn

VBA
Kind

Is Broken
IsBroken

Full Path
FullPath

GUID
GUID

Version Major
Major

Version Minor
Minor

The following items are extra information provided by the References Wizard

Labelled
Notes

Ref Path Exists
Checked by VBA.Dir function on the Full Path

Registered Path
Checked in the registry, based on the GUID

Reg Path Exists
Checked by VBA.Dir function on the Registered Path

GUID Registered
Checked in the Registry

Version Registered
Checked in the Registry

Repair Command Button

The Repair command button is by default disabled, if the IsBroken property for any listed reference is set to true (a Yes is displayed in the second column of the listbox for any item) the Repair command button is enabled in order to allow a repair to be attempted.

Before you try to repair a reference make a note of the Row Details for that reference as if the repair fails you may need to recreate the reference manually.

If a repair is attempted the whole of the form becomes disabled and the Repair command button will display the caption Refresh.  Clicking the Repair Command Button at this point will refresh the form and display the current references information.

Remove Command Button

The Remove command button allows you to remove a reference at any time, whether it is marked as missing or not.  The only restriction to this is that you cannot remove any built-in reference (VBA and Access).

Add Command Button

The Add command button can only be used when a selected reference is a VBA type reference. This button will add a value entry under the HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Office\8.0\Access\RefLibPaths\  key in the registry which will always point at that reference.

The RefLibPaths registry key dos not exist by default, the references Wizard will create it if it is not already present.

Review Command Button

The Review command button opens another form which allows you to 

· add items to the RefLibPaths key in the registry

· review items under the RefLibPaths key in the registry

· remove items from the RefLibPaths key in the registry
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Add Library Reference Form Collapsed
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Add Library Reference Form Expanded
To add an entry under the RefLibpaths key:

· type the full path to the file in the text box or browse for the file

· when the full path has been entered (or browsed for0 the Close button will cnage it’s caption to OK, clicking the OK button will then add the entry to the registry

The View List command button expands the form in order to view the entries under the RefLibpaths key.  When the form is expanded double clicking on an entry in the list will remove it. 

The View List command button will change it’s caption on the expanded form to Hide List.  Clicking on the Hide List command button will collapse the form again.

Clicking on the Close button will close the form and open the References Information Form again.

Close Command Button

This will close the References Information Form and the References Wizard.

About Command Button

This displays our little bit of vanity, the about form.
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About Form

The System Info command button displays the standard Windows system information dialog.

The Wizard Info command button displays the References Wizard Information form, which displays the text of the Readme.txt file.

The Close command button will close the form and open the References Information Form again.

Code

The References Wizard is not protected in any way, so you can quite easily open it in Access and see how it does things.

Be warned that the References Wizard is not a good example of coding practice, this was a Topsy project right from the start so virtually no systems analysis or planning went into it before coding commenced.

Contact Information

If you have any comments or suggestions then you can contact me, Terry Kreft at terry.kreft@mps.co.uk or you can contact Dev Ashish at The Access Web, http://home.att.net/~dashish.
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